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A Lawyers Novel 
The Upas Tree 

By Judge Robert McMurdy 



THIS book combines tne charm of a romance, the grip of a 
detective story and the dramatic interest of a trial for life. 
It is replete with complicated legal situations and it presents 
the most powerful argument against the death penalty ever written. 
The hero of "The Upas Tree" is Beckwith Miller, a lawyer 
of average ability, who is brought to the shadow of the gallows by 
a network of incriminating circumstances. In his legal defender, 
Colonel Sickles, a veteran practitioner, the author has created a 
character which will live in literature long after most of the heroes 
and heroines of the "best sellers" in the fiction of today are for- 
gotten _______________ 

A really thrilling legal novel. Laymen, too, are bound to find it thoroughly enter- 
taining. — Law Notes. 

The tremendously thrilling and dramatic story of a man caught in the meshes of 
the law and haled to the brink of the scaffold for a crime of which he is not guilty. — 
La Follette's. 

A persuasive protest against capital punishment. — Jane Addams. 

It is excellent reading for the lawyer. It contains one of the truest descriptions of 
a trial it has been my privilege to see in print. — Sheldon Clark, Vice-President Callaghan 
& Co. 

The story is told very interestingly, the trial scene being especially well presented. — 
Central Law Journal. 

In The Upas Tree every lawyer will recognize some of his own experiences. But 
the author has also a special message. No intending reader, however, need apprehend 
that he will be bored by chapters of argument. There is not a word of argument in the 
novel itself, and certainly the novel's last chapter is most exciting. We have seldom 
read a chapter so climactic and so well sustained in its horrid suspense. — Illinois Law 
Review, Dean John H. Wigmore. 

This is eminently a lawyer's novel. It abounds in thrilling and dramatic scenes. 
It presents as powerful an argument against the death penalty as probably ever was 
written. — Case and Comment. 

The motives of lawyers and the operation of legal machinery are, perhaps, more 
carefully portrayed than in any work of fiction since Warren wrote his Ten Thousand 
a Year.— Chicago _ Legal News. """""" ~ "—*"—• 

It is dramatic, interesting, and lawyers especially will enjoy the perusal of the 
problems and trials of the modern lawyer as portrayed in this volume. — Virginia Law 
Register. 

No lawyer could read the book without becoming much interested not only in the 
"moral of the tale," but also in the trial and in the appellate procedure following it. — 
Michigan Law Review. 

A novel, written by a lawyer of distinction, having a lawyer for its hero, and 
detailing with technical knowledge and accuracy a trial which culminates in his convic- 
tion, upon circumstantial evidence, for a murder which he did not commit, will certainly 
command the attention and interest of lawyers. — The Docket. 
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Syndicates, Statutory Joint Stock Associations, Defective Incorporations, Hold- 
ing Companies, and other associations, with exposition of the Rights, Duties and 
Remedies of Members, Shareholders, Trustees, Partners, and other matters 
affecting interests therein; Uon-Profit Associations, including Rights, Duties 
and Liabilities of Members, Property, Officers, Creditors and others; Unasso- 
ciated Groups, including Tenants in Common, Common Agents, Unsuccessful 
Incorporations, Underwriters of Securities, and others ; Trusts, including Trusts 
for Creditors, Car Trusts, Trusts for Bondholders, Voting Trusts, Trust Estates 
and similar associations. 
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By Charles K. Burdick, Professor of the Law of Public Service 
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